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SAVE 


EUROPE NOW : 


BAKER AND SIR BEN SMITH, INDICATED A MORE ENCOURAGING 
ATTITUDE ON THE PART OF THE GOVERNMENT TO THE PROPOSALS 
FOR THE VOLUNTARY AID FROM THIS COUNTRY TO EUROPE— 


"NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL STATEMENT _ 


Four points for peace 


There is diminishing faith every- 
where (says a _ statement of the 
National Peace Council) in the 
capacity of men and nations to resist 
a return to the ancient rivalries, the 
self-regarding aims and aspirations 
whose certain promise is universal 
war and destruction. 


The statement elaborates these 
feur “crucial issues” on which it 
asks the Government to. exert 
moral leadership now: 


(1) To declare Britain’s readiness in 
face of the challenge of the atom 
bomb, to join 
(a) in a solemn renunciation of all 
war and in the progressive but 
rapid development of a system of 
world government preserving 
essential human freedoms, but 
superseding the nationalisms of 
sovereign states; and 

(>) in ensuring in the meantime 
that the results of research into 
atomic energy and other ecientific 
processes are made freely avail- 
able among all the nations and 
are applied, through the agency 
of the Economie and Social Coun- 
cil of the United Nations, to tre 
service of the constructive needs 
of all mankind. 

(2) To invite the governments con- 
werned to accept as an urgent re- 
sponsibility the relief of human 
distress in Europe and to join in 
effecting a plan of European recon- 
struction and development which 
would pool available resources and 
co-ordinate essential services in the 
interest of all the European peoples. 

(3) To press for a unified and amended 
policy towards Germany, which 
would encourage her progress to- 
wards a free, democratic status and 
would substitute for 
spoliation of her economic and in- 


dustrial resources, a controlled re- | 


organization and use of these 
resources, 25 necessary not only to 
keep her own people alive but also 
to make possible the recovery and 
planned development of Europe as a 
whole. 

el To make a Ea 


the present | 


(a) recognizing the right of all sub- 
ject peoples within the British 
Empire to control their own 
destinies, 

(b) announcing Great Britain’s de- 
termination to accelerate progress 
towards full political and econo- 
mie freedom iin all the areas 
eoncerned, and 

(ec) invtting all the interested gov- 
ernment and responsible local 
agencies to join in carrying 
through a concerted programme 
of economic and social rehabili- 
tation in all “ backward” areas 
and especially where exceptional 
distress arising from the war is 
to be found. 

We are confident that in making 
this appeal and these commitments 
His Majesty’s Government could 
count upon the firm support of the 
British Deovle, 


IS THE MINISTER 
NOW AWARE? 


Below—without comment—is an ex- 
tract from the official verbatim 
report of the Press Conference held 
by the Minister of Food on Oct. 16. 

SIR BEN SMITH replying to ques- 
tions: 

Q. Is there any hope of Britain dis- 
closing their food stocks ? 

A. Not a bit. 

Q. Why is that kept secret ? 

A. Because I prefer to handle it that 
way. Our effective stocks are 
known to the people with whom we 
have to deal and from whom we 
have to reduce or augment those 
stocks, but it is not a matter for 
public consumption. 

| Q. As there is a good deal of agita- 
tion about food for Europe If should 
have thought it might be of interest 
to the public ? 

A. I am not aware that there is any 
agitation about food to Europe. 

Again, I repeat I am here to feed the 

| people of this country. That is the 

| job I am doing and will go on doing. 


Doctors deny “our own plight” 


A WIMPOLE STREET physician, 
4% Dr. Franklin Bicknell, recently 
in The Times supported the view that 
Great Britain is suffering severely 
from malnutrition, 


“Qur rations,” he maintained, ‘do not 
provide sufficient fat and sufficient animal 
protein to enable us to work efficiently, ta 
remain in good health, or to retain our resist- 
ance against infection.” 


Dr. Edith Summerskill, Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
, had previously spoken of British 
need for more food, and a panel of 
the Royal College of Medicine had an- 
ticipated great difficulties in the 
coming winter “with emphasis on 
child-birth ” because of poor diet. 
This view, whose expression seems to 
have been stimulated by the exist- 
ence of the “Save Europe Now” 
campaign, has been strongly contra- 
dicted by higk authorities. 
“There is no basis,” wrote Lord Horder 
(Observer, No. 11), “for the general belief 
. . that we are less healthy than we were 
ae the war.’ 

. Marrack (Director of the Com- 
mitted on Nutritional Surveys) com- 
mented in The Times that after six 
years of extra work, broken nights, 
fear and anxiety “‘ we need not blame 
malnutrition for our irritability... . 
If we look for more convincing signs 
of malnutrition we find mone.” 
fusal to make sacrifices to assist 
fusal to make sacrifice to assist 
Europe could not be justified on this 
-rround, 

The Ministry of Health report for 


the year ended March, 1944, stated 
that “ general health was at least as 
good as it was in peacetime, and in 
some respects rather better.” And 
the Registrar-General’s statistics 
show a reduction of infant mortality 
from 51 to 46 per thousand between 
1939 and 1944, with a reduction of 
maternal mortality from 3.1 to 1.95 
per 1,000. 


At a Press Conference last Friday, 
Sir Wilson Jameson, Chief Medical 

Officer of the Ministry of Health, said 
there was no evidence whatever of 
any weakening of the physical health 
of the people of this country. This 
country, as a whole, was being 
adequately fed. 

A considered judgment of the posi- 
tion was made by the Minister of 
State, Philip Noel-Baker, at the FAO 
Conference in October: “The war im- 
posed a fearful strain on our people,” 
he said. “There was a far duller 
diet. Yet we had great improvement 
in many ways in our health 
standards.” 

But the most forceful comment is 
that of Mr. Jukes Janson, returned 
from five years as a prisoner of war 
in Germany. 

“.. . to read constantly in the 
papers,’ he wrote in the Times 
(Noy. 14), “of eur sorry plight in 
England today, is to me altogether 
too fantastic; it is scarcely decent 
with millions of people in Europe 

really on the verge of starvation.” 


AND PARTICULARLY GERMANY 


—WHICH HAVE RECENTLY BEEN 
URGED ON THEM. 


The Minister of State, in replying 
to the UNRRA_ debate in_ the 
Commons on Friday last, called 
suggestions for “voluntary gifts” to 
Europe “a very important but very 
complicated matter” and passed the 
responsibility to the Minister of Food. 
But, on being pressed on the point, he 
added, “I will secure the fullest con- 
sideration of all these proposals— 
—indeed, they are already under con- 
sideration.” 

The Minister of Food told Mr. R. T. 
Paget, MP for Northampton, that he 
is considering allowing voluntary 
organizations to collect food to be sent 
to Europe, although he could not 
agree to individuals doing so. This 
statement, which was read at a North- 
ampton “ Save Europe Now ” meeting 
on Sunday, follows on an offer made 
by Sir Ben to go over tre whole sub- 
ject again, which he conveyed to a 
deputation, led by Mr. Victor Gol- 
lanez, which met him recently. 


Salter’s questions on stocks 


Sir Arthur Salter introduced the 
debate on UNRRA. Britain’s stocks, 
he insisted, “ are considerably higher, 
even though they nave been reduced, 
than they were before the war. I 
should have been pressing earlier for 
a considerable withdrawal from these 
stocks ” had it not been for the sudden 
end of Lend-Lease and the recent 
strikes on both sides of the Atlantic. 
He asked for ‘an undertaking that 
the Government will make a further 
contribution from the excess of our 
stocks over peacetime standards 4s 
and, when importation becomes regu- 
ar. ’ 

Mr. R. R. Stokes pointed out that the 
reduction in the wheat-extraction of 
bread “meant tke importation of 
325,000 tons more wheat.” He com- 
plained that £250,000 would enable us 
to buy for Europe food which was rot- 
ting in Denmark—“ they have 20,000 
head of cattle a week surplus, and 
have nowhere to send it.” The Trans- 
Continental Relief Committee of 
Denmark were ready to organize the 
whole thing. They were already ship- 
ping 100 tons a week and wanted to 
ship 3,000 tons. He was _ highly 
critical of the decision to increase our 
own rations, and quoted an American 
estimate of our reserve stocks at 
4,000,000 tons of food, with 560,000 
tons on the way. 

Mr. Maurice Edelman supported the 
extension of UNRRA work to Ger- 
many. He described the refugee 
transit camp in Berlin where “ there 
were 3,000 people herded together 
under conditions, which, I am sure, 
have not existed outside concentration 
camps.” If the UNRRA constitu- 
tion could not be amended to permit 
medical teams to work among Ger- 
mans, at least UNRRA should release 
some of “the £1,000,000 worth of 
blankets now lying in America.” 

In the course of a detailed reply, 
which fis worth reading in Hansard 
(col. 2607 et seq.), Mr. Noel-Baker 
analyzed the expenditure of UNRRA. 
Roughly 65 per cent. was spent on 
relief and 35 on rekabilitation. 
Some 33 per cent. went on food, 30 on 
clothes and footwear, 24 on industrial 
items and 13 per cent.ion medical sup- 
plies. For next year rehabilitation 
wo !d account for more than half of 
UNRRA’s expenditure. 


GOVERNMENT MAY .BE RELENTING 


“VOLUNTARY BODIES” MAY 
GET CONCESSION A time for 


TATEMENTS LAST WEEKEND BY TWO MINISTERS, MR. NOEL- 


Fraternity 


¥T is deeply disappointing that the 

Labour Government should have 
signalized its first Christmas in office 
by increasing the rations. What it 
might have done is to have declared 
that, although it could have distri- 
buted these extra rations to us, in 
view of the appalling conditions it had 
decided to make a gift of them to the 
German and Austrian children, know- 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


ing that in doing so it was acting in 
accord with the generous instincts of 
the British people. 

That sacrifice (I am sure) would 
have been cheerfully accepted: and 
the announcement would bave awak- 
ened the national imagination to a 
fuller realization of the present suffer- 
ings of our former enemies. It would 
have been a Christmas gift in the 
spirit of international brotherhood. 
It would have celebrated the Feast of 
Children as it should be celebrated to- 
day. There will be many babes in 
many mangers in the conquered coun- 
tries this Christmas. Most of them 
will be starving. It is terrible to 
think that wrkat might have succoured 
them will be devoured by thoughtless, 
but not unkindly, Britons. 


Imagination - why not now ? 
MPHuE whole world cries out for a 

gesture of imaginative sym- 
pathy. The Labour movement spent 
quite a large part of its adolescence 
im singing songs about international- 
ism and fraternity. Did they mean 
anything at all? They cannot have 
done, if in face of the agony of misery 
which the children of the enemy are 
doomed to endure, the Labour govern- 
ment prefers to seek a beartless and 
momentary popularity, rather than 
seek to save the lives of a legion of 
little ones. 

Write then, expressing your own 
concern in your own words to your 
M.P. and to the Ministry of Food, 
Portman Square, London, W.1, and 
ask for the immediate announcement 
of a scheme whereby the government 
will accept voluntary sacrifices of 
these Christmas extras, and export an 
equivalent amount of high-value food- 
stuffs to the starving children of Cen- 
tral Europe. Do it now! For there 
is a real chance that a large-scale 
voluntary offering (througk institu- 
tions) may be allowed by the Govern- 
ment. 


Prophet of the atomic age 


yN a speech to a Manchester audi- 

ence Group-Capt. Cheshire, the 
RAF official observer of the atom- 
bombing of Nagasaki, spoke the plain 
truth. 

“Britain is faced either with the end of 
this country or no more war... the choice 
between survival and extinction. We have 
no way out except by ruling out the possibility 
of war. 

““It is not a responsibility we can shelve or 
say belongs only to the Government. If we 
are going to have no war it means all of us 
are going to have to work to that end.” 
(Daily Mail, Nov. 13.) 

That was well worth saying by that 
man. Let him go on saying it. 

How can we be sure of no more war? 

ad not the atomic age begun, one 


H 
would say that the political tension 
(CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE) 


TOWARDS A FULLER HUMANITY 


HE human race is now plunged in 
the profoundest crisis it has ever 
endured. It is not easy to realize that 
each individual one of us is part of 
that crisis. Nevertheless, it is reflected 
in the perplexity which assails us all, 
and the temptation to escape from 
that perplexity cither into cynicism 
or the comfort of a simple faith. 
Whatever else it does, Peace News will 
resist the temptation to escape, for it is 
persuaded that the enormous gulf between the 


idea] and the real can never be more than 
partly bridged. and that only by the unceasing 


effort of those who have become fully con- 
scious of the human predicament. They will 
strive to achieve a new integrity in their 
human and social relations, a new candour 
in their vision of the world, a new humility 
in their expectation of improvement. They 
will check their dream for all men, by the 
examination of their own insufficiency. Pacif- - 
ism is no more a panacea than perfection 
itself; it is a way towards fuller humanity. 
In this spirit. we invite. your help for the 
Peace News Fund. 

Contributions since Nov. 9: £12 9s, 4d. 
Total to date: £6.105 13s. 7¢@. THE EDITOR. 

Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 
News. Ltd.. and address them to the Accoun- 
tant, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 


November 23, 1945 


PEACE NEWS 


3 Blacksteck Road, London, N.4 
Stamford Hill 2262 


All letters on other than editorial matters 
should be addressed to the Manager 


GLEAMS OF HOPE 


MPHE joint-statement on the atomic 
~ bomb issued as_a result of Mr. 
Attlee’s visit to President Truman 
breaks through tke mist of sancti- 
Moniousness, secrecy and power-poli- 
ties in which it had unwisely been 
shrouded. 

“We are prepared to share, on a reciprocal 
basis with other of the United Nations, detailed 
information concerning the practical industrial 
application of atomic energy just ae soon as 
effective enforceable safeguards against its 
use for destructive purposes can be devised.” 

Accordingly the signatories pro- 
pose that a commission should be set 
up immediately under the United 
Nations to consider ways and means 
of “entirely eliminating the use of 
atomic energy for destructive pur- 
Poses and promoting its widest use 
for industrial and humanitarian 
purposes.” The commission is, there- 
fore, to make proposals as scon as 
possible: 

(a) for extending the exchange of basic 
scientific information for peaceful purposes; 

(b) for control of atomic energy to the extent 


necessary to ensure its use only for peaceful 
purposes; 


(ce) for the elimination from national 
armaments of atomic weapons and of all other 
major weapons adaptable to mass destruction; 

(d) for effective safeguards by way of in- 
spection and other means to protect complying 
states againet the hazards of violations and 
evasions. 

Will anything comforting to 
humanity come of these proposals? 
We bope so. We advocated, when the 
news of the atom-bomb was fresh, an 
immediate offer to share the full 
secret of the atom-bomb with Russia 
on condition it renounced its power 
of veto in the Security Council. 
There was no certainty that this would 
have succeeded. But the moment for 
the gesture was missed. Since then, 
the relations between Russia and the 
Western nations have further de- 
teriorated; and Europe has moved a 
whole stage further towards complete 
collapse. 

One’s instinctive sympathy goes out 
to Mr. Bevin’s appeal to the’ great 
powers “to put their cards on the 
table face upwards.” The atmos- 
phere of secrecy is fatal to the only 
kind of co-operation which can lift 
the horrible menace from the con- 
sciousness of mankind. It is humanly 
impossible, as things have gone, to ex- 
pect that the statesmen of the West 
should trust Russia. The next ges- 
ture now must come from her. We 
have only to think what the relief in 
Britain would be if Russia were to 
reply to the joint-statement: ‘ We 
agree to international control of 
atomic energy, and will immediateiy 
join with you in devising the ways 
and means.” 

Even then the solution of the pro- 
blem would not be easy. But how 
vast would be the difference from our 
present condition of fear and despair! 
How uplifting would be the sense that 
humanity at least had a_ breathing- 
space, during which “the power 
which makes for righteousness ” 
might gatrer strength to contend 
against and overeome the demonic 
forces which are working, through 
fear and suspicion and downright 
savagery, to hurl mankind into yet 
another, and final, orgy of self- 
destruction. 

In this matter, there is little that 
we as individuals or as a nation can 
do, until the response of Russia is 
known. But there are welcome signs 
that public opinion in this country is 
being stirred to act where action is 
possible. The tone and temper of tke 
debates in the House of Commons 
upon the condition of Europe reflect 
the best spirit of the nation; and the 
Government, in spite of its mistaken 
gesture about the Christmas rations, 
shows distinct signs of readiness to 
act with a sense of moral responsi- 
bility. As Miss Eleanor Rathbone 
said in a noble little speech in the 
recent UNRRA debate, 

“Tt is a very important thing to have a 
wel] nourished nation: it is still more im- 
portant to have a nation whose !magination 
and conscience are so sensitive that they ean- 
not bear to rejoice in Christmas so long as 


they feel that not only tens of thousands but 
millions of people are to suffer.” 


We are not there yet: but the con- 
science of the nation is stirring. Let 
us try to fan the spark into a blaze, 
and take hope. 


66 


«1... And the greatest of these 
is Charity.” 
qT is the most misused word in our 

language. We think of rich 
people, patronising the poor— cold as 
charity ’—east-off clothing—the care- 
less pence that overflow from ease 
and comfort. 

Some say that “ Love” is a better 
word; but Iam not sure. Love means 
to most of us something utterly spon- 
taneous, something we can feel natur- 
ally for some people, but not for 
others. How can I “love” my neigh- 
bour in this sense? For most of us 
this is not possible. One day it may 
be. But we must travel far in tre 
spiritual world before we can “ love” 
those of whom we know nothing but 
what.is evil, those whom we have 
never seen—individuals by the million. 

Therefore I will rather speak of 
charity. Charity, as I understand it, 
is not determined by what you think 
or know about a person, or whether 
you know him personally. It is ihe 
state of the heart that is set upon lov- 
ing kindness. It is pity for the suffer- 
ings of the oppressed and for the tor- 
tured spirit of the oppressor. It has 
that “ quality of mercy ” which Portia 
described, that melts the spirit of 
vengeance. It is the remembrance of 
brotherhood, in the midst of contro- 
versy and strife. 


Life-blood of humanity 


Why is charity described as greater than 
faith or hope ? Surely because it is the life- 
blood of true humanity. Faith without charity 
can be cold and cruel, persecuting its op- 
ponents—brave, yo doubt, making those who 
have it “give their bodies to be burnt,” but 
leading them further and further from human 
brotherhood. Hope may be misplaced, a selfish 
thing of purely personal desires, But charity 
can never mislead us. It is never out of place 
and it is both a means and an end. I am 
convinced that it is hard to live in a state 
of charity without finding both faith and 
hope also. But if a man can practise charity 
for a lifetime, without faith and without hope, 
he has still achieved ‘‘ the greatest of these” 
—the son who said “I go not,’’ and went, was 
preferred to the son who said ‘“‘I go” and 
went not. 

* 


MPHERE are many of us in the paci- 
fist movement who have had long 
experience of attempting to give ‘that 


movement a political expression. Of 
my own associates in this work, the 
“ politicals ” of the Thirties, I am in- 
terested in noticing the number who 
have turned away from the attempt to 
find a political expression fior pacifism. 
They have gone back (or forward) to 
a very personal method, essentially 
“religious,” whether they use that 
word or whether they prefer not to do 
so. They are thinking again in terms 
of “ charity,’ and a new personal 
attitude. It is not that they have 
ceased to desire the great social and 
international changes for which they 


by 
REGINALD REYNOLDS 


once sought a political method of 
achievement. But they believe these 
things must be sought through a new 
personal attitude among men— 
through the recognition of new values. 


You can put that in the phraseology 
of religion and say ‘ seek ye first the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” I hope we shall 
not offend many pacifists who claim 
no religious basis for their faith, if 
we sometimes use such phrases. They 
express perfectly the spiritual task 
which (as many of us believe) is the 
real work of pacifists. The open mind 
—the truly “ scientific ” mind will not 
draw back from the conclusions to 
which such a discovery may lead us. 
For to many of us this age-old truth 
is a discovery, and not an easy one 
to face, in all its many implications. 

The failure of political methods made us 
examine not merely the “social and economic 
causes’ of war and other social evils, but 
the human values implicit in those ‘* causes.’ 
We saw the inadequacy of the reformers and 
the revolutionaries, our own inadequacy, the 
apparent hopelessness of the position. And 
then, each in his own way, many of the 
‘politicals ’ of past years found the same 
answer. Using religious phraseology again, 
it amounted to this—that we must be ‘ born 
again.” Humanity itself must be reborn—- 
redeemed- epiritually before it can be 
redeemed socially. 

This realization was not an abandonment 
of old ideals—on the contrary, it was the 
acceptance of a greater ideal which included 
the lesser, just as charity includes justice. or 
generosity ineludes mere honesty. It had 


LETTERS 


Honest criticism 


I should like to associate myself with the 
tone and contents of S. J. Hayward's letter 
(PN, Nov. 2). Now that our paper is appear- 
ing once again on bookstalls for general 
consumption I feel that this matter is of 
vital importance. We, who have been reading 
with gratitude the frank, honest and revealing 
commentaries, realize that  ‘‘ Observer’’ is 
equally concerned for the whole of humanity, 
and is not an anti-Russian propagandist. 
Would he appear thus to the casual non-pacifist 
reader, who is already subject to a consider- 
able amount of anti-Russian propaganda ? 


It is not my intention to plead with 
“ Observer ” to tone down his criticisms, when 
couragecus, free criticism is regrettably rare, 
but need all his words be uttered with such 
a pontifical note of gloom ? Is there no saving 
grace in the Russian behaviour over Eastern 
Europe, and are there no signs of hope for 
the world in the international situation 7? 

When these hopeful signs are so few and 
far between it is surely a pacifist duty to point 
them out to the non-pacifist cynic and to use 
them as spurs to constructive action. Ap- 
preciating ‘‘ Observer's "’ desire to cut through 
the cant of pro-Russian extremism and to 
show us the European situation in all its 
chaos, I believe that he would be doing a 
complementary service to our cause by giving 
us an occasional lump of sugar with our 
castor oil. 

BEN E. OWEN. 

22 Hilton Avenue, 

Hall Green, Birmingham, 28. 


Russia exonerated 


Pacifism, one logically assumes, is devoid 
of any form of national prejudice or discrimi- 
nation. For many weeks, however, ‘' Obser- 
ver’s '’ commentaries seem to have taken up 
quite a definite view that the USSR consists 
of a population of bloodthirsty individuals, 
content only on complete destruction of all 
the German people in its allotted ‘ zone.” 
Also that Communism itself is a menace toa 
mankind in general, quite opposed to any form 
of humane treatment. Most of this biased 
view appears to be judged on the expulsion 
of millions of Germans from Eastern terri- 
tories. 

If this mass deportation is really in 
operation surely the Soviets have issued an 
explanation ? 

The Dean of Canterbury apcke nothing but 
praise after his recent visit to Russia.. Are 
we to assume that he is misguided in his 
beliefs ? |The reports of the setting up of 
democratic trade-unions in Berlin—the fact 
that a non-frat. ban has never existed in the 
Russian zone—surely this squashes any alle- 
gations of Russian attempts to exterminate 
the German people ? On the contrary, they 
appear to be way ahead of the Western coun- 
tries in their efforta, to set up a free and 
democratic Germany. 

Also the scathing attacks on Communists 
seem an injustice to the many who politically 
opposed Fascism as soon as it sowed its first 
seeds. If we had taken notice of these al- 
leged ‘“‘ barbarians’ in those days, the world 
would never have had to witness the terrible 
spectacle of the recent war. 

As informative as some of the ‘' Observer's 


columns are, a certain amount of misrepre- 
sentation, or perhaps avoidance of the facts. 
is deing nothing io help British pacifists in 
their steps towards international brotherhood, 
without which British or Russians can with- 
hold no hope of a permanent peace. 
(Sig.) L. A. PHILLIPS. 

14660567, 


147 Tele/Op. Section, 
18 Air Formation Signals, 
Lowercroft Camp, Bury, Lancs. 


Let-down on the land 


A paradoxical issue has recently come to 
the fore, with the instance of CO land- 
workers who up and down the country are 
eagerly awaiting the day of their release from 
their jobs of producing food. Whereas, on 
the other hand, we have a number of COs 
who are doing splendid work in Food Relief 
in Europe, whilst others apparently are spend- 
ing a good deal of time exhorting others to 
give up rations, to help in a smal] way to 
alleviate the sufferings of Europe's starving 
millions. It does seem to me a curious let-down 
by those who have helped to produce food in 
time of war to wish to leave the land in time 
of Peace (so called) when food is in greater 
need. 

LESLIE E. RICHARDS. 

Wroxeter Farm. Ossemsley, 


New Milton, Hants. 
Austerity Cards 


Would it not be a good idea if, instead of 
sending expensive cards or presents this 
Christmas, we were to send our friends plain 
post cards with greetings telling them that 
the money saved was to he sent to Friends 
Relief Committee or IVSP for food for 
Europe and inviting them to do the same ? 

I think quite 2 considerable sum might be 
raised for relief by this means. 

JAMES WATSON. 

1 The Avenue, West Moors, 

Wimborne, Dorset. 


Sacred mistrust 


If we descend from easy prophecy to hard 
facts about the atom, it ia clear that al} that 
has so far been achieved by its liberators, 1s 
the most indiscriminate massacre in history. 
Failing any sign of regret or repentance their 
assumption now of a “ sacred trust and moral 
leadership should bring cold comfort to those 
who are to be excluded from the secret. 


ROY COLLARD. 
24 Litchfield Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


Thanks from W.R.I. 


May I, through your paper, thank all the 
kind friends who have sent parcels for the 
WRI work. There has been a wonderful 
response and one sack of goods has been sent. 

In answer to some queries, it does not really 
matter what size the knitted pieces are, as 
th i} work into a pattern. 

Re BARCLAY SAMPSON. 

26 Wollington Park, 

Bristol, 8. 


... the greatest of these’ 


become a question of seeking first the spiritual 
condition from which al] other good derives— 
“‘and all these things shall be added unto 
you.” 

To many of those who have always claimed 
a Christian basis for their pacifism these 
conclusions will not come as anything new. 
But do not let them be too sure. The demands 
of a spiritual revolution are far more exact- 
ing in their claims on individual character 
and behaviour than any demands that pacifists 
as a whole have yet made upon themselves. 
And there is another reason why this “ spirit- 
ual pacifism” (in which I believe that our 
future lies) cannot simnly be equated with 
the usual conception of ‘‘ Christian pacifism.” 
I refer again to the emphasis on charity beyond 
faith or hope, even (it may be, in some cases) 
to their exclusion. The essential test of the 
professing Christian is in what he believes. 
The essential test of the pacifist is—how great 
is his charity. In many cases these roads will 
converge; but it cannot be assumed that this 
ia inevitable. 

* 


T WRITE these words chiefly, how- 

ever, for those who still struggle 
along the road that leads to the Slough 
of Despond—the political road to the 
castle of Giant Despair. I know how 
they will feel when they read what I 
have written, because it is what I 
would have felt myself, only a few 
years ago. Let’s face the facts, They 
probably think some of us*have got 
somewhat stuffy recently. From the 
perspective of many in ‘their early 
"twenties we probably look positively 
senile, 

Recently, when I drafted a state- 
ment on the lines indicated in this 
article, a friend wrote in amazement: 
“Has Reg forgotten India?” No, he 
has not. None of us have forgotten 
one single wrong against which we 
ever fougrt, one single right which we 
ever demanded. And, though there is 
only my word for it, I ean say for 
myself that I never felt so mentally 
vigorous—too much so, in fact. But 
I, for one, have put aside politics and 
feel no more interest. in them now than 
I do in the quack remedies sold in the 
market-place or the slogans of the 
gentlemen who sell them. 


Politician by accident 


Once in a while comes a true physician— 
a Gandhi, shall we say—but we shall know him 
easily, because he will not be in the market- 
place and will not be shouting. We shall find 
him working quietly among the poor, seeking 
neither fame nor fortune. In fact, he will] 
only be a politician by accident—one of those 
who has sought the Kingdom of Heaven, and. 
finding it, has won the Kingdom of men’s 
hearts. 

“We are utterly out of hopes,” wrote one 
of the first Quakers, ‘(of this party or the 
other party ... . For what is a King, 
and what is a Parliament, what is a pro- 
tector, and what is a Council, _while the 
presence of the Lord is not with them ? 
And we are not for names, Nor men, nor 
titles of Government, but we are for justice 
and mercy and truth and peace and true 
freedom, that these may he exalted in our 
nation .... ” 

Out of the political background of he 
seventeenth century, of hope frustrated by 
human inadequacy, the words of Edward 
Burraugh speak to our present condition. The 
social pattern is only the sum total of indi- 
vidual lives. And there are no short cuts to 
Utopia, but there is a way. It begins, as they 
say, “at home ’”’—charity in our own hearts. 


Peace News is open for the expression of 
all points of view relevant to pacifiam. 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigned, do 
not necessarily represent the policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union, of which it is the weekly 


organ. Nor does the acceptance of advertise- 
ments imply any endorsement of, or PPU 
eonnexion with, the matter advertised. 


Christmas Cards| 
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NOW READY 
Pen-drawing and illuminated 
quotation cards by 
THOMAS B. PITFIELD 
3d. each 


READY LATER 


Four colour woodcut by 
M. G. TURBERVILLE 
4d. each 


ORDER FROM THE P PU 
6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.I. 


HOUSMAN’S 


Open 10-6; Monday to Saturday 


THE TRIAL—FRANZ KAFKA 
8s. 6d. 


THE IDEA OF A CHRISTIAN SOCIETY 
T. S. Eliot, 5s. 


A PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS 
A YOUNG MAN 


James Joyce, 5s. 


POEMS AND CONTRADICTIONS 
Rex Warner, 6s. 


124 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, W.|I. 


a 


P.P.U. Service Column 


WORK CAMPS 


ORK camps in which people of 
different nationalities can co- 
operate in helping to rebuild shat- 


tered Europe may be a _ practical 
possibility in the not too distant 
future. 


The experience of suck organiza- 
tions as the IVSP and the American 
Society of Friends has shown that 
camps of this kind can play a valu- 
able part in breaking down barriers 
between nations and classes and 
effecting reconciliation between peo- 
ple who have regarded each other as 
enemies. 


One great advantage about work 
camps is that they enable people who 
are prevented from undertaking whole 
time relief work to have a share in 
the work of reconstruction and recon- 
ciliation. It will be possible for 
teams to spend two or three weeks in 
aczmp and then return home. Many 
people will be glad to spend their 
summer holiday in this way. Others 
may be able to obtain leave of absence 
for this purpose. 

The Youth Hostels Association are 
at present planning work camps in 
connection with the rebuilding of 
damaged Youth Hostels on the Con- 
tinent, and arrangements under which 
PPU members will be able to partici- 
pate in these schemes are at present 
under consideration. 

People who wish to volunteer for 
work of this kind should now be train- 
ing by undertaking some community 
service job in their own locality in 
their spare time which will give them 
some experience of team work. It 
would also be as well if they gained 
some experience of heavy manual work 
as most of the reconstruction will be 
of this type. 

Community service, however, should 
not be looked upon as merely prepara- 
tion for service in other countries but 
the service abroad should be regarded 
as an extension of the kind of service 
we should be doing all the time in our 
own locality. For pacifism, like 
charity, should begin at home, though 
it should not end there. 


KEN WOODROOFE. 
POS 09F000000004200O04O0OOt 


“I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL 
NEVER SUPPORT OR SANCTION 
ANOTHER.” 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 


Tea-Table Tattle 


1st Lady: Not that one dislikes the 
German prisoners. We have four 
working on our farm, and they 
work very well, too. In fact one of 
them is so nice I should never have 
believed he was a German. He 
speaks English quite well, and it’s 
really quite difficult to avoid get- 
ting too friendly. He says, of 
course, they were all sure the 
English would make peace with 
them and then join them in fighting 
Russia. 

2nd Lady: Really ? What an extra- 
ordinary idea! But there, I suppose 
these working-class Germans would 
be rather ignorant, you know, like 
our own working people are in a 
way. They just believed what they 
were told. Of course people say it 
was their own fault they elected 
Hitler—they asked for Hitler. But 
did we ask for a Labour govern- 
ment ? 

1st: No indeed we didn’t. Certainly 
we around here did all we could to 
prevent it. But we’ve just had to 
take what we got. 

2nd: And now the Americans are 
afraid everything will be national- 
ised and it will upset their trade. 
Such a pity if we lose their friend- 
ship through that. 

Ist: Well, everything is going to be 
so difficult in any case, I’m rather 
glad Labour has got it to contend 
with. Whatever government we 
had would have had to take the 
blame for it. The Labour people 
have always said they’ve never 
been given a chance. They can’t 
say that again, can they ? 

2nd: No, I suppose that’s true. But 
now look what Russia’s doing, try- 
ing to lay hands on the Mediter- 
ranean. Disgraceful, isn’t it ? The 
Russians really are dreadful. I 
know a young man who was among 
the prisoners of war that were 
liberated by the Russians, and he 
says we simply don’t know the 
Russians. They’re terrible. He says 
of the two he would 
1st: ——— prefer the Germans ? 

2nd: Er, well, not quite, you know, 
but almost . . . Apparently the 
Russians were very angry with 
them for letting themselves be 
taken prisoners instead of fighting 
to the last man. But, after all, lots 
ef Russians were taken prisoners, 
too, weren’t they ? And they could 
afford to lose millions while we could 
only afford hundreds ... 


you know. At least they’ve refused 
to have much to do with the com- 
munists in this country. And even 
in Russia they’ve had to give up 
some of their communism. They 
now have special schools for officers’ 


sons... 

2nd: Have they really ? Fancy that 
now ! 

1st: Oh! yes. And people can even 


be capitalists and have servants, as 
long as they don’t actually employ 
anyone—if you see what I mean. 

2nd: Yes ...? Fancy, I’d no idea 

Ah! well, we can only hope 

things will come out right somehow 

This man Joyce is going to 
get off, you know. I’m sure of it. 
No, not the Belsen man, but Joyce 
will. Well, I hope they pack him 
off to America, though I don’t sup- 
pose America will bother to do any- 
thing about it. 

1st: These war-criminal trials do 
seem rather farcical, don’t they ? 
All of them are allowed to have 
counsel for their defence. Of course 
that’s just to show the world how 
fair we British are... Well, any- 
way, I'm glad the war came when 
it did and we’ve got it over. It had 
to come. We all knew that. But 
only think—if the Germans had 
got the atom-bomb before we did! 

2nd: Yes, indeed. And there’s no 
doubt that wonderful things are 
discovered through wars. Take 
plastic surgery, I mean. Look at 
what they can do to people’s faces. 
Now that’s going to be useful. 

1st: Yes, they began that in the last 
war and now they’ve developed it 
still further. But sometimes I think 
we're getting too clever. 

2nd: How very interesting that you 
should say so. I’ve often thought 
that, too, 

1st: I’m so glad you agree. Look at 
M and B for instance. It saved the 
Prime Minister’s life. If it hadn’t 
been for M and B he would have 
died . . . Oh! there’s no doubt 
about it, we’re much too clever... 
(Overheard by E. H. J. and D. B.) 


SWISS AID FOR GERMANS 


Leading personalities in Zurich 
have founded a Committee to give 
help to Germany, says the Zurich 
correspondent of Exchange Telegraph 
(Oct. 29). 

“Humanity is indivisible,” says the appeal, 


which argues that “ al] political anger though 
justified, must be silent in view of so much 
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A CHRISTMAS GESTURE 
The Spiritual Level 


WE. have read the letter sent to the 


Press by Ethel Mannin and 
Reginald Reynolds in which they 
voice a concern that some gesture or 
testimony should be made at Christ- 
mas by those who are. deeply dis- 
tressed at the contrast between 
Britai..s comparative plenty and the 
continent’s need. We share this con- 
cern. 


We shall continue to urge that more food as 
well as clothing may reach people abroad. 
At the moment, apart from clothes, we know 
of no means whereby people in this country 
may share their materia] resources wh those 
who are hungry or cold. But at the spiritual 
level the doors stand open. We therefore 
make the following suggestion. 

In_every town let a gathering be arranged 
on Christmas Eve to which those who share 
our concern in this matter may be invited, 
irrespective of their opinions on other issues. 
A speaker is not necessary. The purpose of 
such gatherings will be (a) to testify to our 
sense of kinship with all people in every 
country; (b) to send out thoughts of love 
and sympathy to those who suffer; (c) briefiy 
to share with others those ideas on the subject 
which may help to develop this concern; (d) 
consciously and in fellowship to resolve that 
we ourselves sha)] in future endeavour to 
live differently and more nearly in the world 
family spirit for which Christmas stands. 


A collection might well be taken for FRS, 
Save the Children Fund, or Save Europe Now. 
Mention of the local collection of clothes should 
be made; also the possibility of hospitality. 
There may indeed be lonely people from other 
countries living in our own neighbourhood an 
act of friendship towards whom this Christ- 
mas time would help to convey our concern 
for their people. 

Such meetings might be held in a public 
place of worship or in a private house. We 
believe that their beneficial results may be far 
reaching--both immediately, and as people on 
the Continent come to hear of them, and as 
perhaps they are perpetuated in after years. 
With a common mind we commend this sug- 
gestion to the members of our several organi- 
zations. We shall be glad to hear later of the 
local decisions taken. 


DORIS NICHOLLS 
HAMPDEN N. HORNE 
(Fellowship of Reconciliation). 
KARLIN CAPPER-JOHNSON 
(Friends Peace Committee). 
PATRICK FIGGIS 
(Peace Pledge Union.) 
Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


“THE GATES OF MERCY” 


By an unfortunate misprint, W. H. Gelder 
was reported as saying (PN, Nov. 9) that 
“The Gates of Mercy” had “ great politica) 
strength.” As he poinis out, he actually 
wrote ‘great potential strength ’’—‘‘in other 
words, a good idea was not used as well as 
it might have been.’ 


MORE PACIFIST ALDERMEN 


Dr. Alex Wood, National Chairman of the 
PPU, has been elected an Alderman at Cam- 


Further information from: General st: i suffering. Just as the Swiss sought to assist | bridge. 
Secretary, PPU, Dick Sheppard House, Ist: on ae Hussians need Brae of the nitibaS tortured by Gennanys they could E. C. (Ted) Redhead, hon. treasurer of the 
Endsleigh St., London, W.C.1. re-eaucating. ven our. adour now, after the liquidation of Nazism, not; Central Board for COs, has been similarly 
people are not too taken with them, | refrain from assisting its first victims.” elevated by Walthamstow. 
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


LAND & COMMUNITY 


able again. 
100 (pstge. 2d. 
less 25 


(for re-using envelopes, 
Good propaganda. 
extra). 
per cent. 
from Peace News, Ltd., 


avail-! 
1s. 6d.! 
1,000 lots test. 
discount. Order, 
3 Blackstock 


ete.) 


WANTED 


WORLD CHAMPION writer con-/¢ged home-school. 
For details send etpd. envelope 
to Author, 8 Mil! St., Cambridge. 

CONTACT/CORRES. 
Person in Home Counties, int. child- 


girl about 20 help generally in smal} 
Good scope ideas, 
communal! life, start 
Photo, details to 
Bacton, Herefordshire. 


initiative and 
immediately. 
Freemount, 


““LATEST TIME for copy: Monday 
before publication. 

TERMS: Cash with order. 2d. per 
word, minimum 2s. 6d. (Box No. 6d. 
extra). Please don’t send stamps in 
payment, except for odd _pence.| 
Maximum length: 50 words. Address | 
for Box No. replies: Peace News, a 
Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

When corresponding with PN about 
an advertisement, quote its first! 
words, classification, and date, 

We reserve the right to hold over 


advertisements and to limit the fre- 
quency of continuing advertisementa. 


ACCOMMODATION 
ARTIST NEEDS unfurn. rm., Lon- 


don, for living, working. Consecien- 
tious tenant, Advertiser, 19 Mill Way, 
Rickmansworth, | 

WIDOWED MOTHER and son ur- 
gently requs. unfurn/furn. smal] flat! 
N.W. London or Harrow area. Box| 
199. 

PROGRESSIVE LADY urgently | 
needa unfurn. rm, not more than 1 
hour’s journey from Epsom. No 
service. E. Wolfskhel, 1 *‘ Redbanks,” 
2 Crescent Wood Rd., S.E.26. 

C.0. FRIEND seeks rms. or digs 
within reach of  Crosshush, _ nr. 
Arundel. Urgent. Hand, 6 Cold- 
harbour Lane, Dorking. 

BACHELOR (QUAKER, vegetar- 
jan) offers comfortable hme. and 
companionship to another in return 
for domestic duties and care of gdn. 
Country diatrict Norfolk. Box 207. 

PACIFIST COUPLE with two! 
very young children seek unfurn. 
acmdtn. anywhere in Home Counties. 
Please help. Box 208. 

PACIFIST, SINGLE, employed on 
local market gdn. and nursery requs. 
immediately full brd. and lodging in 


or nr. Malvern. Fred Ryman, 
Lechlade. Glos. 

PACIFIST BUSINESS woman 
requs. unfurnishd. acomdtn..  self- 
contained, flat or part hse., London 
or Home Counties. Box 177. 


HAPPY COMFORTABLE acmdtn. 
in London flat for companionship and 
help. Box 198. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera- 
tion; all] modern comforts. A. and K. 
S. Ludlow. The Briars, Crich, Mat- 


| wd. 


_ LAND WANTED nr. sea (hse. 
immaterial) exp. dairyman. Consider 
partnership. Cash waiting. Box 202. 


EDUCATIONAL 


SYNCOPATION. AN opportunity 
for adults to learn this fascinating 
style of pianoforte playing. Personal 
private tuition by Bernard Wells- 
bury at Weekes’ Studios, 14 Hanover 
St. (Oxford Cireus), London, W.1. 

BROOKHOUSE SCHOOL, Felix- 
stowe. Boys from 7 yrs. accepted and 
trained to School Certificate Stan- 
dard. Bracing air, good food, happy 
Christian fellowship. Inclusive trms. 
£90 per year. 


SPEAKING AND WRITING 
lessons (correspndnce. or visit) 5s. 
classes 1s. 6d. Diffident, nervous. 


and hesitant people apecially helped 
also stammerers. Dorothy Matthews. 
B.A., 82 Primrose Hill Rd., London, 
N.W.3. PRImrose 5686. 


FOR SALE & WANTED 


“ BATLEY ” STANDARDIZED 
All-concrete Reinforced Sectional 
Sheds, one width’ only, 104 ft., suit- 
able for farmers, gardeners, work- 
shops, etc. One 10} x 10% x 7 ft. 
high costs £43 14s. Od., larger sizes 
in proportion. Inspection invited. 
Batley & Co., Stockport. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS which Christ- 
ian Pacifists will like. (2s. 6d. and 
3s. 6d. doz.) Write sampies Wallace 
Hemeock, 21, Raymond Av., London, 
E.18. 

WAR RESISTERS’ International 
welcome gifts of foreign 
stamps for subsequent sale on behalf 
of W.R.I. funds. Any such gifts 
received with gratitude. Pl. send to 
the War Resisters’ International, 11 
Abbey Rd., Enfield. 

STAMP COLLECTORS. ‘The As- 
gard”? detector will find the most 
obscure Watermarks. Sent on ap- 
proval, money refunded in full if 
dissatisfied. Send P.O. 3s. inclusive 
of packing, pst. free (Trade enqus. 
invited). D.C.A., 9 High St., Barn- 
staple, 

LAMB BRAND Typewriter Rib- 
bons, clean, clear, enduring. All 
correctly spooled. 30s. 0d. doz., 18. 
6d. six, 10s. Od. three, 88. 6d. each, 
pstge. pd. Please remember to name 
models, colours, “Peace News.” 


lock (Station: Ambergate: Tel. 
Ambergate 44). 


Martin Hardman, 15 Prospect Plece., 
Preston. 


Rd., London, N.4, or your P.N. dis- 
tributor. | 


LITERATURE, &c. 


“WHAT PRICE VICTORY 72’) 
asks H. J. Dale in ‘‘ Un-Common 
Sense” 29. ‘Peace ? You’ve Had 


It!” (Cyril Hughes); ‘‘ Satanic Huns 
and Red Saints ?” (Correspondent 
in Germany); Poetry (Ronald Mal- 
lone, Geoffrey Johnson). Tilustrated, | 
4d. (pstge. 1d.). 80 Darby Rd., Old- 
bury, or W. H. Smith’s. 
FREEMASONRY exposed by Rev. 
Penny Hunt, B.A., 100-page bk. con- 
taining numerous  quotns. from 


masonic literature; 2a. 8d. from Sec., 
New 


Book Club, 21 Poplar Gve., 
Malden. 
QUAKERISM. Information and 


literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
Friends, free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London, 
N.W.1. 

MEETINGS, &ce. 


“THE GATES OF MERCY” by 
Bryan Anstey and Roy Walker. 
Repeat performance North London 
Players, Dec. 15, Cripplegate Theatre. 
Don’t miss it this time! 

AMERSHAM, Sat., Dec. 1, 3 to 6.30 
p.m. Regional Social. All C.0.s, 
pacifists and sympathisers in the dis- 
trict welcome. ‘Turret Hall mext to 
Playhouse. ; 

MIDLAND PACIFIST Fellowship, 
Selly Oak F.M.H., Dec., 2, 3 p.m.) 
“Why work for the community 1s 


the most important duty any ingi- 
vidual can undertake.” Harrison 
Barrow. 


LONDON FORUM: Public Lecture. 
M. Chaning-Pearce on ‘The Burden 
of Babylon.” Alliance Hall, Palmer 
St.. Westminster, Nov. 26 at 7.30. 

PIERRE CERESOLE. All those 
interested in his life and work will 
be welcome at a commemoration 
mtg. at 2.15 p.m. on Sat.. Dec. 1 at 


Walston Hse.. Pulford St., S.W.1. 
(24 bus to St. George’s Sq. from 
Victoria.) 

FREDRICK LOHR spks. every 


Fri. evening at 17.15, the Alliance 
Hall. Palmer St., Westminster. 

NORTHAMPTON 
Sun., Dec. 2. Leslie Smith, Chair- 
man. East Kent Region. ‘‘ The Plough, 
So Little Honour.” 


BREAKFAST. ;20-25. 
[War 


ren, philosophy, religion, community, 


food reform. Sense of humour. Box 
205. 
JOIN Victory Correspondence 


Club, 34 Honeywell] Rd., S.W.11, for 
congenial pen-frienda, 

YOUNG PACIFIST couple wish to 
provide home for baby with view to 
adoption. Reason, Cranstone, Rush- 
wick, Worcester. 

FRIENDSHIPS CONFIDENTIALLY 
formed. For partics. send s.a.e. to 
Friendship Bureau, 55 Lynwood Dve., 
Romford, Essex. 

YOU WILL FIND true friendship 
in the L. and H. C. Correspondence 
Club. Send s.a.e. for parties. to Sec., 
L. and H. C. C. C., 39 Reighton Rd., 


London. E.5. 
CONTACT CORRESPONDENCE 
CLUB. A eatisfactory medium for 


those desiring congenia] pen-friend- 
ships. Partics., stamp, Sec.. PN, 19 
Ty Fry Gdns., Rumney, Cardiff. 


“SITUATIONS VACANT 


We cannot confirm aatisfactory 
conditions of employment in all posts 
advertised. Applications in doubt are) 
recommended to consult the Central 
Board for COs, 6 Endsleigh St., 
W.C.1., which will often be able to 
give useful advice. 

DOMESTIC HELP requd. in Suf- 
folk farmhse. Three young children. | 


Comfortable acmdtn. Every con- 
sideration. Box 201. 

PLUMBER WANTED for flat con- 
version spare time or otherwise. 
Evans, Stancliffe, Cavendish Road. 
Bowdon. Cheshire. 


ASSISTANT SEC. requd. Inter- 
national London Club (18-80s, vere- 
tarian). Interesting social work; 
scope for initiative. Sal., single divan 
rm., full brd. Box 209. 

A YOUNG office wrker. preferably 
a Friend is needed in the office of the 
Friends Peace Cttee. Knowledge of 
tvpg. essential. Apply Sec., Peace 
Cttee. Friends Hse.. N.W.1. | 

WANTED SINGLE or married for 
painting novelties, extremely easy 
work. good wages, rent free. cosy 
hed-sitting rm. 9 Wadeland Terr., 
Moorswater. Liskeard, Cornwall. 

COMPETENT Shorthand - Typist 
with knowlge. of filing and office 
routine requd. immediately. Age 
Write stating quals., exp. and 
sal. requd. with photo, if possible, to 
Resisters’ International, 11 
Abbey Rd., Enfield, Middx. 


SITUATIONS and WORK WANTED 

INTELLIGENT YOUNG woman, 
working B.Sc.Econ., advanced French 
and German, office exp. seeks post. 
‘Box 200. 


; YOUNG MAN 
interesting spare-time 
clerical, agency or social work. 
or evenings can be arranged, 
1204. 

| INSURANCE AGENT business 
ldeclining owing pacifist views would 
\weleome postal business, yearly, 
|quarterly, life, fire, motor, etc. Box 
206. 

C.0.. WORKING way through 
medical school requs. night work as 
caretaker, private hire driver, or 
evening work as P.T. instructor or 
other evening classes. Suggestions 
please to C.B.C.O. Employment Sect., 
6 Endeleigh St.. W.C.1. 

PRINTING—large or smal] quan‘ 
tities of High-grade wrk.; anything 
from visiting cards to posters | Stamp 


(Pacifist) requs. 
occupation, 
Day 
Box 


brings prompt quotation for your 
requs. Write: BM/FTLV, London, 
W.C.1. 

DUPLICATING / TYPEWRITING. 
Expert work. Prompt attention. 
Terms mod. Confidential. 1 Lower 
Church Rd., Richmond, Surrey. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
- JOHN SNOW psychologist. Child 
guidance, vocational guidance. Con- 


sultations by appt. 14 Lamb’s Close. 
N.9. (Phone: Tottenham 2522.) 

NATURE CURE—Psychological & 
Drugless Treatment of Disease by 
Reginald Bailey, Psychiatrist, Nerve- 
Specialist and Bates Practitioner 
(eyesight corrected by _ natural 
methods): Daisy E. Bailey, Specialist 
in Women’s ailments and Children’s 
complaints; Reg. J. Bailey, Osteo- 
path, Naturopath. Consultation by 
appt.—134 Hoppers Rd., Winchmore 
Hill, N.21. Palmers Green 7868. 

ACCOUNTANT C.O. writes up 
traders bks.; attends to all Income 
Tax matters; company formation ; 
audits and costing. Pi vincial clients 
visited without obliga:ion. Box 96. 

INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
sington. Lectures every Tuesday, 7 
p.m. Philosophy, genuine esocia} intro- 
ductions. Consultations all problems. 
Western 8935. 
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PERIL FOR FRANCE 


which now exists between the Great 
Powers ‘is such that war could hardly 
be avoided. But the atomic age has 
begun. And this new, accession to 
the sources of power at the disposal 
of man comes to it (unlike coal and 
steam, or oil and internal combustion) 
first of all as an incommensurable 
power of destruction. There is no 
escaping the challenge. At any rate 
it seems inconceivable that we in 
Britain will ever be “ medicined to 
that sweet sleep which we owed yes- 
terday.” 
Final claims and the Balkans 
ME. ATTLEE has persuaded Presi- 
dent Truman to depart from the 
somewhat unhelpful and_ exclusive 
attitude which he has hitherto un- 
thinkingly adopted. The joint state- 
ment makes at least astep in the right 
direction. 

The actual Washington proposals 
were accompanied by a fairly definite 
report that Russia would be asked to 
state ker “final claims.” It is quite 
certain that one of these will be that 
Britain and America should recognize 
the regimes in Eastern Europe. 

The United States, however, has 
already made it clear in a note to Bul- 
garia that the results of the coming 
Bulgarian election will not be recog- 
nized. This election, the note says, 
will not be democratic, but when (it 
may be pertinently asked) were elec- 
tions in the Balkans democratic? 

Europeans may have reason to be 
grateful that the Balkans, whick have 
been in this century the greatest 
single dangex-point in Europe, are 
now dominated by one power. Now 
the Balkans cannot be irresponsible. 
They are answerable to Russia and 
must move in its orbit. It may be 
that the Balkans will not be demo- 
cratic in a Western sense; it may be 
that Russia is not the appropriate 
power to bring suck democracy to 
them; yet no other power is geo- 
graphically or physically capable of 
keeping them in order. 

To say thig frankly is not to ap- 
prove of the Soviet Union’s method of 
dominating Eastern Europe. It is 
only to admit, the world being as it is, 
a necessary evil. The motives behind 
the USA note are not those stated. 
Britain and America have recognized 
wholly totalitarian regimes in the Bal- 
kans in the past. They have also 
traded with them; and underlying the 
U.S.A. note there is the fear that in 
future the Balkans will become closed 
markets, and part of the economic 
order the Soviet Union upholds. 
Responsibility for Communists ? 
JrOLLOWING his refusal to consent 

to the Communists holding one 
of the “key ministries”: Foreign 
Affairs, Interior and War, and the 
Communists’ persistence in their de- 
mand, de Gaulle has declined to form 
a government. With that the latest 
crisis in French politics comes openly 
toa head. The overt clash is between 
de Gaulle’s nationalist semi-authori- 
tarianism, and the Communists’ anti- 
national Muscovism. Neither corre- 
sponds to the real need, or perhaps to 
the real sentiment of France. 

Of the three parties of the Left the 
Socialists (unlike MRP) are reluctant 
supporters of de Gaulle, and equally 
reluctant followers of the Communist 
lead. The positive democratic social- 
ist movement which is required is 
powerless to be born. 

Perhaps the best--in a sorry situa- 
tion is that the Communists should 
have the responsibility of forming a 
government; and thus be driven from 
their purely destructive opposition. 
Because it would be the best the Com- 
munists will probably avoid it. But 
though they may serve a good purpose 
in preventing de Gaulle from attempt- 
ing the military authoritarianism 
after which he hankers, the deadlock 
which their attitude engenders will be 
very perilous to France, and to 
Western Europe. ‘“ When France 
sneezes Europe catches cold.” 


‘OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


FPRITAIN is getting itself into seri- 
ous trouble in the Dutch East 
Indies, where British and Indian sol- 
diers have been drawn in to suppress- 
ing the nationalist movement. It is 
notable that in these matters, the USA 
is much more forthright in its orders 
to its Army and Navy: and peremp- 
torily prevents them from such inter- 
vention. The contrast is due (1) to 
the traditional and birthright objec- 
tion of USA to “ colonies ’—to politi- 
cal (as distinct from economic) im- 
perialism; (2) to Britain’s need to 
promote close political association be- 
tween herself and Holland; and (38) 
to the misfortune of Churchill’s 
political leadership during the war. 

Churchill’s attitude to India was of 
the same order of jingo obsolescence 
as the Dutch Conservatives’ attitude to 
Indonesia. The rhetorical defender 
of “the brightest jewel in the British 
crown” could not deny the Dutch 
claim to have their suzerainty over 
Indonesia restored. 

It is a very difficult situation. The 
Dutch, like the French, are stubborn 
and sensitive about their empire, 
which provided them with nearly one- 
quarter of their national income. 
Any affront to their imperial pride, 
moreover, will have serious repercus- 
sions in South Africa, where tke 
Afrikanders share the Dutch attitude 
towards “ natives.” 


1! $.A. drawn into Palestine 
MER BEVIN has scored a political 
success by persuading USA to 
form a joint American-British com- 
mission of inquiry into the problem of 
Palestine. That is, indeed, cold 
comfort to the miserable Jews, who 
will have to wait months and months 
before the commission has reported, 
both on conditions in Palestine and on 
the number of Jews in Europe seeking 
to escape—anywhere. But since 
nothing effective can be done without 
the active co-operation of USA (1) in 
providing the capital equipment for 
economic settlement, whether in Pales- 
tine or, say, in Tripoli, and (2) in 
succouring the Jews in captivity and 
misery in central Europe, we must 
welcome the new step as an advance. 
If once the Americans become 
practically involved in the problem, 
instead of being detached and cen- 
sorious critics of the British failure 
to solve it, they will probably do the 
job. Nobody else can. Moreover, 
Palestine promised to poison Anglo- 
US relations as badly as Ireland did 
in the 19th century. There is now a 
fair chance of that evil being averted. 
Denunciation - or refuge ? 
FD UT we must never lose sight of tke 
fact that the reason why the 
Palestinian problem has become so 
acute is that the countries which de- 
nounced the Nazi persecution of the 
Jews refuse to receive the remnant 
into citizenship. There is a_ real 
difference between positively killing 
Jews and refusing to grant them asy- 
lum, but it is not tre difference be- 
tween Evil and Good. The fact is 
that no democratic government dare 
nermit a mass-immigration of Jews 
for fear of its own unpopularity and 
of setting ablaze the always smoul- 
dering spark of anti-Semitism, Since 
that is so, there must be a concerted 
effort to secure their free entry into 
Palestine. The Arab _ possessors 
could at least be handsomely compen- 
sated. : 
Sound advice 
WR. MARTINDALE, the distin- 
guished Jesuit, who used to win 
all tre University prizes at Oxford in 
mv day, has returned to England 
after four years in Denmark. He 
ends an article in the Catholic Herald, 
vividly describing the evil effects of 
such prolonged inaction, with this 
sound advice on right action in this 


time iof spiritual crisis. 

“To do one’s proper job better still. The 
sacrament of the moment—the sacrament of 
‘this’ and ‘here’ and ‘now.’ ™ 


EROS” re Ra ane NS 


Save Europe from Starvation 


ALL - PARTY 


MEETING AT THE 


ROYAL ALBERT HALL 


Monday, November 26, 7 p.m. 


CHAIRMAN: THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK 
SPEAKERS: 


Rebert Boothby, M.P. 
Clement Davies, K.C., M.P. 
Michael Foot, M.P. 

Victor Gollancz 


v. L. Horabin, M.P. 

Eleanor Rathbone, M.P. 
Lt.-Col. Rees-Williams. M.P. 
Sir Arthur Salter, M.P. 


R. R. Stokes, M.P. 
SOME FREE SEATS AT THE DOOR. 


Tokens -for slogans : 
offer for comments 


MPHE Editor repeats the offer 

~made by Observer last week. 
Critics of Observer, who believe 
that a pacifist commentary on 
world affairs could be combined 
with a greater sympathy for 
Russian policy, are invited to 
submit a 1,500 Commentary at 
the end of NEXT week—to arrive 
at this office first post on MON- 
DAY, DEC 3. If one is found to 
conform to strictly journalistic 
standards it will be published 
instead of Observer’s—and paid 
for at current rates. 

* * * 

Now that Peace News is again 
being handled by the wholesalers 
we are anxious to advertise it 
widely. In this we enlist the help 
of readers. A book token, value 
half-a-guinea, is offered for the 
best idea—either in the form of 
a poster lay-out or a slogan which 
might be used in press advertis- 
ing—which is received by the 
Manager by WEDNESDAY, 
DEC. 35. 


BIRMINGHAM MEETING 
YIELDS £85 


About 1,000 people heard Rev. 
Henry Carter and Capt. Raymond 
Blackburn, MP, speaking at the 
Central Hall, Birmingham, on Nov. 12, 
in support of “ Save Europe Now.” 

Canon Guy Rogers, who presided, 
urged the importance of strengthening 
the hand of our Government by mak- 
ing clear our own willingness to make 
a voluntary surrender of food and 
clothing, provided that the Govern- 
ment can ‘organize a_ practicable 
scheme for its distribution. 

Capt. Blackburn described his re- 
cent visit to Berlin—“a city that is 
dying in front of our eyes.” Hun- 
dreds of men, women and children 
were then dying daily from starva- 
tion, and despite a slight improvement 
later “they are really in just about 
the same state now.” 

A collection in aid of the “ Save the 
Children Fund” amounted to £85 16s. 


“Our German policy makes 


reconciliation impossible” 


Mr. Gerald Bailey, Director of the 
National Peace Council, told a 
Federal Union audience in London on 
Nov. 9, that the state of Germany and 
of Europe was crucial. It was fan- 
tastic to assume that we could operate 
world co-operation on the San Fran- 
cisco or improved model tomorrow, if 
We were to consign millions to priva- 
tion and soul-destroying hopelessness 
today. 

Bei E. this policy was maintained the German 
living standard would rot be reduced simply. 
ns intended, to the average of the standards 
of living of European countries. For millions 
of Germans there would just be no living 
standard at all. It was no use deluding our- 
selves that we could simultaneously pursue 
this sort of policy towards Germany and 


educate her for freedom and democratic 
equality at the same -time. 


Luton against ‘‘secrets”’ 


’ 

At a recent conference at Luton, sponsored 
by the NPC, and addressed by John Lamming 
and the local MP, only three out of more 
than 100 people dissented from a_ resolution 
urging the abolition of military conscription. 

Other resolutions asked for facilities to be 
granted for international conferences of 
peoples. and for the making available of all 
knowledge relating to atomic energy, as any 
other attitude must cause resentment and 
could not be conductive to peace. 


Duke of Bedford at Petts Wood 


About two hundred. including many non- 
pacifists, heard the Duke of Bedford at Petts 
Wood on Thursday of last week. 

This was the first public gathering to be 
organized by the local PPU group and the 
audience gave the Duke, who spoke on “ Rid- 
ding the world of fear and want,” a sym- 
pathetic hearing. Later he answered a wide 
range of questions. Over twenty copies of 
Peace News and a quantity of literature were 
sold. 


Macclesfield support for P.S.U. 


A public meeting was held in Macclesfield 
recently by the local groups of the PPU and 
the Friends under the title “ Plague Spota of 
Britain.” 

Tom Stephens, of the PSU. was the spenker. 
About 50 people were present ang the pro- 
ceeds of the meeting were given to Manchester 
PSU to help carry on their work. 


Release bill : law by Xmas? 


The National Service (Release of Conscien- 
tious Objectors) Bill is not likely to reach 
Committee stage for a fortnight but it 1s 
hoped that it will become law before Christ- 


mas. ——____—__—.,, 
14 bodies backed bombing 
protest 


When the first atom-bomb was dropped, 
“ Christianity Calling" had already petitioned 
the Prime Minister and President Truman on 
the mass-bombing of Japan, and in this had 
the support of 14 other societies. 


PPU Council calls for 
report on policy. 


A MEETING of the National Council 

*® of the Peace Pledge Union was 
held in London on Nov. 17-18. Thirty- 
five members were present. Dr. Alex 
Wood presided on Saturday and 
Dennis Davis (vice-chairman of 
Council) on Sunday. 

After consideration of a resolution 
dealing with the future basis of the 
movement that had been submitted 
by Development Committee, Council 
appointed a committee to recommend 
at the next meeting on March 30-31. 


| {a) What changes in policy and organiza- 

tion are necessary in order to reflect 
More adequately the pacifist contribution 
to the present situation. 


(b) What the future basis of membership 

of the PPU should be. 

To avoid overlapping and to make for 
greater efficiency in Public Action work. 
Council decided to appoint one Immediate 
Issues Committee instead of the previous Pub- 
lic Action Committee and the Immediate Issues 
group of IISO. Members of the new com- 
mittee are Alex Wood, Stuart Morris, Peace 
News Editor, Howard Whitten, Sybil Mor- 
rison, Winifred Rawlins, Dennis Davis, Bryan 
Anstey, Harry Hilditch, Corder Catchpool, 
Roger Page, Patrick Figgis. 

In view of an anticipated deficit in 1946 
on the basia of current income and expenditure, 
Council instructed Executive in co-operation 
with Finance Committee to provide for an 
expenditure of £5,000 in 1946, compared with 
£6.480 in 1945. This decision was reached 
with extreme regret. The movement will be 
told jater what reductions in expenditure are 
being made. 

In view of the difficulty of making adequate 
arrangements in Manchester, it was decided 
that the 1946 AGM should be held at Friends 
House, London, on April 27-28. Instead of 
three Area resolutions as usual, it was agreed 
that two Area resolutiona and two policy 
statements, put forward on behalf of Council 
by the International and Industrial Social 
Order Committee and by the new Immediate 
Iasues Committee, should be debated. 


London Anarchist Group; 


SOCIAL 


to welcome released 
ANARCHIST PRISONERS 


— 


November 29th at 7 p.m. 


HOLBORN RALL 


FRANK ROBINS and his band 


Tickets, 2s. 6d., obtainable from 
Freedom Press, 27 Red Lion St., W.C.L 
or at the door 


For a full report of the 
debate on C.O.s 


DEMOBILISATION 


Get the C.B.C.0. BULLETIN (Nov.) 
3s, a year post free 


C.B.C.0., 6 ENDSLEIGH ST., W.C.1 


NO CONSCRIPTION 


SPEAKERS: 
C. E. M. JOAD : Vera BRITTAIN 
R. W. SORENSEN, M.P. : Flying 
Officer N. H. LEVER, M.P. etc. 


Chairman: Rev. A. D. Belden, D.D. 
PUBLIC MEETING ALL SEATS FREE 


FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON RD, N.W.I 
Wednesday, 5th December, 7 p.m. 


NO CONSCRIPTION COUNCIL 
6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 (Eus. 5501) 


ARE YOU A 
PROGRESSIVE CHRISTIAN 
THEN YOU SHOULD BE A 

MEMBER OF 


“CHRISTIANITY 
CALLING?’ 


A Union of 
Christian Progressives 


RS 


For details write: 
“ CHRISTIANITY~ CALLING,” KING‘'S 
CROSS CENTRAL MISSION (1st floor), 
Crestfield Street, London, W.C.1 


Published from 8 Blackstock Rd., London, 
N.4, by ‘“‘Peace News” Ltd. Printed by Clifford 
/ Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 
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